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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release 





For more information call: 


Sept. 21, 2010







Cindy Fake 530.889.7385
Placer Farm & Barn Tour will feature Local Wines at three Venues
The Placer Farm & Barn Tour takes place Sunday, October 10, 2010 from 10 AM to 4 PM. It will feature three wine tasting venues as well as an array of other farms and ranches. Villa Fiorente hosts four wineries in in one beautiful location: Fortezza Winery, Popie Wines, Cristaldi Vineyards, and Ciotti Cellars. Villa vintners will be pouring their wines (tasting is $5) and be available to talk about their wines. Other activities include a barrel making demonstration, children’s activities outside the winery, and for the adventurous, a grape stomp!
Damiano Family Vineyards in Ophir will be open for a rare viewing of innovative grape growing practices and tasting of their wines. For those interested in starting a small vineyard, Joe Damiano will hold a class at 11 AM and 2 PM.  Advance reservations are recommended and the cost is $15. 4H and FFA will be on hand to provide refreshments and children’s activities.

Forster Ranch in Ophir, a cattle and hay operation, will feature the Placer County Vintners’ Association. The Vintners will host a tasting of their members’ wines.  Take a moment to sit on the deck, sip some local wine and enjoy one of the most beautiful vistas in Placer County. Take part in many other activities including tours of the ranch and adjacent pomegranate orchard, sheepdog demonstrations, and beef samples from the Placer-Nevada Cattlewomen. 
The Placer Farm & Barn Tour is presented by Placer County Agriculture Department, the Placer County Visitors Bureau and the University of California Cooperative Extension.  Sponsors include the Foothill Farmers’ Market, Echo Valley Ranch, Fowler’s Nurseries, Placer County Resource Conservation District, PlacerGrown, and Placer County Vintners’ Association.  
 The Tour runs from 10 AM to 4 PM on Sunday October 10th, 2010.and costs $15 for adults, $25 for families. For more information, go to http://www.placerfarmandbarntour.com/  or call 530.887.2111. The Farm & Barn Tour provides the opportunity to visit local farms and ranches that may not ordinarily be open to the public. Some of the venues are among the most beautiful places in Placer County.  Take the opportunity to see them and learn about local agriculture!    
Cindy Fake, Placer Farm & Barn Tour Coordinator and

Horticulture and Small Farms Advisor
UCCE Placer and Nevada Counties
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