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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release 





For more information call: 


27 September 2010



Cindy Fake 530.889.7385
Visit Hidden Gems on the Placer Farm & Barn Tour
On Sunday, October 10th, take advantage of the opportunity to visit Placer County farms that are rarely open to the public. Featured on the Placer Farm & Barn Tour is Twin Brooks Farm in Loomis, an historic family farm started in 1892.  It is the home of Newcastle Produce proprietors Janice and Francis Thompson. They produce the dazzling array of vegetables sold in the Newcastle Produce store and Foothill Farmers’ Markets, as well as Placer County’s signature fruit, Mountain Mandarins. They will offer tours, pick-your-own squash, craft and blacksmithing demonstrations, as well as farm equipment and historical displays. Twin Brooks has an historic barn and cabin in a lovely rural setting, providing plenty of inspiration for photographers and artists. Lunch, snacks, jams and other Newcastle produce products will be available for sale.  
Forster Ranch in Ophir, another historic family ranch, produces hay and cattle. It also offers some of the most beautiful vistas in Placer County. For the Farm & Barn Tour, it will be “animal central” with cattle, horses, alpacas, and other animals. Tour the ranch, watch stock dogs at work, learn about water quality, sample beef from the Placer-Nevada Cattlewomen or wines from the Placer County Vintners. Or, just sit and drink in the view. 
Boorinakis-Harper Ranch is another hidden gem; tucked between urban neighborhoods within the city of Auburn.  They have been growing fruit since 1918. On the Tour, this venue will feature home winemaking and bee keeping demonstrations, a class on olive processing, as well as talks on raising chickens, managing orchard pests sustainably and composting. Farm equipment, old and new, will be on display, and honey from the ranch’s own hive will be available for sale.  
Presented by Placer County Agriculture Department, the Placer County Visitors Bureau and the University of California Cooperative Extension, the Placer Farm & Barn Tour is in its sixth year. It takes place on Sunday, October 10th from 10 AM to 4 PM and costs $15 for adults, $25 for families. Tickets are limited and may be purchased online at Brown Paper Tickets or at the Placer Visitors’ Bureau in Auburn 530.887.2111. Check the Farm & Barn Tour website at http://www.placerfarmandbarntour.com for more information and updates on Tour events.  
Cindy Fake, Placer Farm & Barn Tour Coordinator and

Horticulture and Small Farms Advisor
UCCE Placer and Nevada Counties
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